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percent can become chronic carriers. Moreover,
the costs associated with liver transplant due to

Cost Savings
In addition to the potential benefits of protecting
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the health and safety of healthcare workers, the
adoption of safety devices has enormous cost
potential according the General Accounting

General Office of Accountability (GAO) Report to Congress on
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dollars .
It is also clear that the adoption of safety devices
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compensation costs to hospitals when health
care
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needlestick injury . In addition to cost saving,
the Joint Commission on Accreditation of
Healthcare Organizations (JCAHO) requires all
hospitals to comply with applicable local, state
and

federal

regulations

including

OSHA

standards as they pertain to needlestick safety.
Other Resources
OSHA Bloodborne Pathogen Prevention Guide
California OSHA Division of Occupational Safety
and Health Compliance Information
National Institute of Occupational Safety and
Health

(NIOSH)

Safer

Medical

Device

Implementation in Health Care Facilities
CDC: NIOSH Bloodborne Pathogen Information
FDA: Center for Devices and Radiological
Health
NIOSH Alert: Preventing Needlestick Injuries in
Health Care Settings
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